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4 From the Universalist Magazine. rae operation of the spirit and pager 
of God. But as the indirect tendency of 

RELIGIOUS REFORMATIONS. this change in the religious institutions of 
We promised tu a fermer paper, some | the empire, might, to say the least, be sal- 
further remarks upon the subject of Reli- | utary, as it prepared the way for the gos- 
giovs Reformations. By the view we | pel to operate upon the understanding and 
shall take of this subject, it will appear | the heart by its own energies, had Con- 
evident it is believed, thatthe change ef- | stantine and his Successors stopped here, 
fected in society, and in individual feel- | the work would have been consistent, and 
ings and conduct, by the preaching of U- | useful. They however, continued to re- 
niversal Grace,bears a nearer resemblance | form, and re-reform their subjects, till his 
to the scriptural account of reformations. | holiness mounted the papal throne about 
than what has generally passed in the world | the middle of the seventh century. This 
under this name. Should we succeed in | imperfect mortal, puffed up with the vaim 
this attempt, it will follow that Universal- | notion of pontifical infallibility, inflexibly 
ists haye not only some, but che greatest | persevered in the work of reforming sin- 
share in this matter, of any order of pro- | ners and the church, till there was searce- 
fessed christians since the apostolic age.— ly a spark of light, piety, or truth in all 
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Now the professed object of reformers is, | christendom. Luther laid the foundation 
inalleases, to make men wiser, better, | for another general reformation. The 
and of course happier. The person, who first was from paganisin to popery, this 
should deny this as the chief motive of | was from popery to protestantism. The 
his efforts to reform society, would justly | motives of Luther andhis associates were 
be considered a dunce, or the unhappy unquestionably good, to root out the er- 
victim of a religious delirium. But in rors and corruptions of the papal See, and 
looking over attentively, the history of re- re-establish the primitive doctrines and 
formations in various sections and aces of practices of the gospel ; but the subse- 
the world, we shall not find this to have | quent events show how yain is the attempt 
been uniformly, nor indeed, generally the | of mortals to hasten those important revo- 
resultof them. The first creat reforma- | lutions which God only is able to eflecti— 
tion, after the introduction of the gospel | No sooner did the reigning Monarchs. of 
by Christ, and those which were produc- | the age embrace the views of these re- 
ed by the faithfulness of his Apostles, | formers, than they seized the civil sword, 
took place under Constantine in the begin- | and went on with the work of subjugation 
ning of the fourth century of the chris- | to their opinions,» The reformation of 
lian era. This heathen Emperor nomin- | kingdoms from popery to protestanism, 
ally, at least, embraced the faith of the’) and%rom protestanism to popery, moved 
gospel, and effected a general reformation | on in rapid alternations ; but in every 
by the legal establishment of christianity | change the very feelings of pagans, i their 
through alt the Roman empire. This im- | most unhballowed state, were exhibited, — 
perial work of reformation could not, it- | The mild virtues and graces of the gospel 
self, impart any knowledge of divine | were unfelt, unknown. Charity and com- 
things, nor make any purifying impres- | passion fled from the murderous contlict, 
sions upon the heart ; but it could, and | The fiercest passions hurried their infat- 
doubtlessly did produce as much noise, | uted votaries throngh scenes the. most re- 
andas general and high an excitement as 
any one which ever happened. Some 
would pronounce it the impious and op- 
pressive madness of insatinble ambition, 
While others would declare it the regen- 


christianity. . But still, reformation was 
the object in pursuit, ITenry of England 
reformed th» kingdom from popery te 
protestanism, Mary from pretestanisy) 19 


volting to humanity.and the most foreign te 
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popery, and Elizabeth had scarcely touch- 
ed ihe throne before she raised her royal 
voice .n favor of a reformation. But the 
carefnl observer will perceive,.that in all 
these fluctuations, the same sentiments in 
substance, and the same feelings and dispo- 
silions were in operation. Neither of the 
parties was changed from folly to wisdom, 
from hatred to love, from cruelty to mer- 
cy, from rashness to a forbearing and gen- 
tle temper 
the scriptures mean by a reformation.— 
After the legal establishment of episcopa- 
cy in England, the puritans attempted an- 
other reformation. Unable however. to 
alter the opinions or the ceremonies of the 
national church, they fled to this couniry. 
¥rom them numerous sectaries have a- 


risen, among ail of which, the popular | 
work of reformation has been zealously. | 


pursued. But these fundamental tenets 
have been sustantially the same, and the 
temper and disposition which they have 
manifested answer to each other, * as face 
answereth to face in water.” They all 
hold téthe final dismemberment of the hu- 
man family, the endless damnation of ene 
part,and the interminable glory of the oth- 
er. The only real difficulty among them, 
has been in determining the means by 


Neither experienced what | 
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God as existing inthree distinct Pp 
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the lovers and the friends of each other 
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Doctrine of two Natures in Chris 
It is one objection tothe doctrine of the 
Trinity ,that it ascribes two natures to Jésus 
Christ; that not content with respectins 
8 
€Fsons, 


it divides one of those persons, by assign. 


ing to hum a divine and a human nature. 
| ‘This extraordinary dectrine is a necessary 
consequence of the trinity,and is,we think 


| 
| one of the greatest incumbrances with 
| 


which it is loaded. If the former be over. 
chrown, the latter falls with it. We Con: 


| sider it peculiarly unfortunate for the 


advocates of the trinity, that their hypoth. 
esis Involves a supposition, which is at- 
tended with all the formidable difficulties 
with which the doctrine of two natures in 
Christ ts surrounded. 

We shall proceed to state more expli- 


| citly, whatis understood by this doctrine 


atthe present day, and bring into view 
some of the Most important objections to 
it, after offering a few observations upon 


| its origin and growth in the earher ages of 


which two parties can be conducted to | 


their final destination, without impeaching 
the cliaracier of God. But the 
jeetsvof those awakenings are in almost, 1! 
not in every instance, wanting in charity, 
they need further reformation to quali; 


' 
sib- 


its 


them for the society and employments of | 


the blessed in heaven. Universalists are 
now faboring to eflect a creat and gl 

reformation in the faith, and consequently 
in the feelings and conduct of mankir 
There is af intinite difference between 
the system of doctrine whith they incul- 
cate, and every other. Itgives the. most 
grand and lovely views of the Creator. 
and reveals the most intimate and endear- 
ing relation between allinen, — It presépts 
him as the universal Parent, andthe end- 
less friend of every homan’ ereature. |i 
removes ail motives to rebellion against 
God, and gives the stropgest inducements 
to serve and obey him, by walking in love, 
and living in peace with all men. Hence 
the change produced by this doctrme bears 
a nearer resemblance to the retormafions 
of primitive christianity, than any modern 
or ancient excitements. This doctrine has 
alreny produced wv wonderful change in 


society. Under its influencg the differ- 


Or1os 


} 
iti.- 


the church. 

The simple doctrines of Christianity 
became distizured by a mixture of human 
falsehood and error, in times not very re- 
mote from the days of the apostles. The 
followers of Jesus soon ceased to honour 
their master as the favoured messenger, 
through wham the Father had spoken and 
made displ Lys of power to men, and em 
ploved themselves in abstruse speculations 
about his rank anil person. In their at- 
tempts to exalt his nature, they forgotethe 
cratitude and respect, which were due to 
Him asa teacher of the will of God. thetr 
duty and their prospects, as a guide and 
example to direct them on their way, en- 


| courage their virtue, and confirm their 
faith and hopes by submitting to the cross, 


and rising from the dead 


He was rever- 


ed by those of his disciples who atten 
| him, or occasionally listened fo bis instruc: 


' power and wisdom : 


sImp 


| character. 


} ‘ oe ‘ . 0 
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invested with miraculous 
but no sooner had he 
left the earth, than the imagination or par 
pew Converts began fo 
throw around his person various disgult; 
es. which weakened the efiect of those 
es which markee his 
The prophet of Nazareth 
as God, having only the ap- 
2 mua, by the heretical Do- 


fions, as one 


losophy of the 


ple and grand virte 


was viewed 
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eetee ; and regarded as a man, with whom 
one of the ceons ordivine intelligences be- 
came united at baptism, and whom he for- 
agok immediately before his sufferings, by 
the no less beretical Cerinthians. 

A doctrine somewhat resembling the 
irinity of latter ages was at length struck 
out, and gradually obtained currency.-— 
Ona the subject of this doctrine, however, 
the opinions of the fathers of the three 
first centuries appear to have been some- 
what indefinite and fluctuating. Different 
individuals entertained views, various! 
modified by their former habits of think- 
ing, conceptions and prejudices. These 
yiews were stated by each one in his own 
way, and often loosely or carelessly ex- 
pressed ; or if, in a few instances, forms of 
expression in general use were adhered 
to, they had never been fally explained, 
or accurately investigated, and therefore 
were far from being always understood, or 
having at all times the same force. 

Arius, having early in the fourth cen- 
tury published opinions, which were deem- 
ed filse and danzerous by the predomin- 
ant party, the council of Nice was assem- 
bled, A D. 325, to suppress the growing 
heresy, and settle the faith of futare a- 
ges. ‘The labours of this council resulted 
in the production of the well known doc- 
ument, called the Nicene Creed, in which 
the Son is declared to be ‘‘ of one sub- 
stance with the Father, very God of very 
God.’ ** who came down from heaven, 
and was made flesh.” 

The Deity of the Son being acknowl- 
edged, it next became an inquiry, inwhat 
manner the divine and human natures 
were united in him, and what were the 
consequences of the union. Were gll the 
attributes of both natures preserved unal- 
fered, so thatthere were two distinct’na- 
(ures united in one person ? Or were they 
blended and changed, in such a manner as 
to form a new nature 2? If sso, what was 
this new nature resulting from the union 
ef perfect God with entire humanity ? 
These questions gave rise to perpetual 
controversies, which occasioned much 
Waste of time, and loss of temper. 

Arius had beensaccused of degrading 
Apollinaris, or Apollinarius, 
the younger, who became the author of a 
widely diffused heresy about the year 370, 
seems to have been driven by the horror 


the Son. 


of Arianism into the worse extreme of 


Supposing, that Chrest did not possess pro- 
per humanity : that he had not a rational, 


HERALD OF SLAVATION, 


teeth eseneensthtesasi-wne 
__ 








LU] 





but only a sensitive soul, the Deity sup- 
plying the place of the former ; and cop- 
sequently that the Divinity suffered and 
died with him on the cross. To this A- 
pollinarius is attributed the expression, 
there is but one incarnate nature in Christ : 
an unfortunate expression, which lighted 
up the flame of controversy, and ocea- 
sioned schims, which succeeding ages have 
not been able to repress.—The doctrine 
of the incarnation and ‘its consequences 
were subjects of debate among the Fath- 
ers, and called forth decrees of councils, 
particularly in the three following centu- 
ries. It was a nice point to mark the dis- 
tinction and union of the two natures in 
Christ, and preserve the latter without 
destroying the former. 

Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople, 
A. D. 428, and founder of the powerful 
sect of Nestorians, alarmed at the absurd 
consequences which followed the suppo- 
sition of Apollinaris, and desirous of shun- 
ning the error of confounding the two na- 
tures, was betrayed into the ase of expres- 
sions, which were thought to imply the exis- 
tence of two persons in Jesus Christ. He 
was discusted with the expression, ‘*moth- 
er ofjGod,” which it was then becoming 
customary to apply to Mary. He consid- 
ereu it more proper tg.call her ‘ mother 
of Christ.”’ He was Shocked too~at. the 
idea, that God had suffered and died, He 
acknowledged that perfect God was in- 
dissolubly united with perfect man in Je- 
sus Christ; but the language which he 
frequently employed appeared to his ad- 
versaries consistent only with the supposi- 
tion, that this union was very slight and 
feeble ; and they could not discover, how 
the personal unity of the Saviour was pre- 


| served, white the divine and human na- 


{ 


tures remained distinct, as he described 
them to be. After some uusuccessiul at- 
tempts had been made to induce him to 
retract his opinion, a general council was 
assmbled at Ephesus, A. D. 431, by which 
he was, inatumultuous manner, condemn- 
ecland deposed for heresy. 

Eutyches had acquired fame at the 
Council of Ephesus, by strenuously com- 
batting the errors of Nestorius; and as 
the latter was accused of dividing the per- 
son, the former was soon after censured 
tor confounding the natures of Jesus 
Christ, and in turn subjected to the ana- 
themas of the church. Eutyches was.the 
Superior of a convent at Constantinople, 

' and became conspicuous for heresy about 
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the year 448. -He maintained, in opposi- 
tion to the doctrine of two natures in Je- 
sus Christ, then esteemed catholic, that af- 
ter the incarnation, the divine and human 
natures became blended 1a such a man- 
ner, that there remained only one nature 
in Christ, the divine nature having, as it 
was expressed, absorbed the human.——— 
‘This opinion rapidly spread, particularly 
in Egypt, but proved to the orthodox fath- 
ers equally unpalatable with the opposite 
errors of Nestorius, and Entyches was 


summoned before a council assembled at | 
Constantinople, A. D. 442, by which he | 
was condemned, deprived of his sacerdo- 


tal office, removed trom the governmen|! 


of his monastery. and cut off irom the | 
cémmunion of the church. He wasatter- | 


wurds absolved and restored, and they 
who had been active in procuring his ce- 


position, were anathematized by a count i 


assembled at Ephesus, A. D. 449, con- 
tlucted with somewhat more than usual tr- 
regularity and violence. He was allowed, 


however, a short respite. He was again | 
anathematized by the Council of Chalce- | 
gion, the fourth general or cecamenical | 
councileA. D. 451. This council claims | 


the merit of having ascertained and set- 


tled the doctrine of the incarnation, which, | 


uccording to its creed, is in substance as 


follows. Jesus Clirist is truly God and | 


@ian, perfect in both naiures, ‘consuabstan- 
tial wWitifthe father weh respect to his di- 
vinit¥, and consubstantial with us with res- 
pct to his humanity. The two natures, 
the*“ivine and haman, are indissolubly u- 
fited in }in without confusion or change, 
each retdining all its former attributes,pet 
so united as to form one person, 


The dectrine of the union of the divine | 
and human natures in Jesus Christ, as | 


held by the orthodox of succeeding ages, 
and reccived by trinitarians of the present 
ilay, does not differ, in any important par- 
ticalors, from that established by the coun- 
ci} Of Chalcedon. The Church of Eng- 
dand, Which thouch not absolutely infalli- 


* 


the unreformed Catholic’ church, deter- 


ble, never errs, following in the .steps of 


mines that, ** the son——took man’s nature | 


—so that two Whole and perfect matures. 


that is to say, the Godhead and manhood | 
were joined together in one person, nev¥- | 
er to be divided, whereof is one Christ, | 


very God and very man-” Article sec- 


ond,—!t is added by an expositor, ** the | 


&ssential properties of one nature were 
fiot cominvnicated to the other nature— 


a 


ee, 


each kept his respective properties gj, 
nfusion ip their 


tinct, without the least co 
most intimate union.” 
6 thateve ray cows ws 

canara eye 
it neither destroyed nor ewdeatiltiy oc 
edi either the divine or the human naib 
He supposes Christ to be God OM MNiscient 
and omnipotent ; and still a feeble mah 
of impertect knowledge.” 

It is unnecessary to add more to show 
what the received opinion on this subject 
is.—The doctrine of the union of two». 
tures in the person of Jesus Christ, in the 
form in which it is stated in the above ex. 
tracts, is admitted, as far as_ we know, by 
all genuine trinitarians. No oné of then 
doubts, that Christ was perfect mans go 
one of them professes to doubt that he 
Was also pertect God. According to this 
doctrine, when iairly stated, an infinite pa 
ture with all essential attributes of omp 
science, omnipotence, necessary and ¢e. 
erlasting existence, incapable of suffering 
or change, was indisselubly united im the 
person of Jesus Christ with a finite nature. 
with all its properties, as iunperfect knowl. 
edze, weakness, fallibility, exposure to sor- 
row, pain and death, in such a manner, 
that the two natures remain for ever dis. 
tinct, each retaining unaltered all its i 
miner attributes. 

This extraordinary doctrine furnishes, 
in the opinion of trinitariaus, an. explana 
tionwl two opposite cl sses, of expres- 


sions in the New Testament, ove of which, 
| they think, establishes the fact, that he 


God, and the other, they are compelled to 
acknowledge, taken alone, tavours the sup 
position, that he was a being distinet arom 
God and nifertor to him. Having assum 
ed the doctrine of his supreme divinity # 
proved, and not being able, to resist the 
fact, that much is said and done by him, and 
many things observed concerning him by 
the histeriansof his life and death, which 
have a manifest impropriety, we may s#y, 
clairing absurdity, up6many,. other supp 
sition but'that of bis inferiority, mn some 
sense, to the Father—much which the: 
think proves him to have possessed entire 
humanity, they perceiye the difficulties by 
which they are surrotnded, and attemp: 
to eacape by saying, that he bad botha¢ 
dine and a human nature ; that he some 
times acted and spoke in one, and — 
times in the other, of these natures; e 
when he said, for instance, that he did i. 
know at what time an event was !0 lane 
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place, he must be understood as refering | 


to his human nature, and as mtending to 
cay, that he did not know it as man, although 
he knew it perfectly as God; that when 


he is deseribed as having infirmities, and _ 
tasting of sorrows and death, these things | 


are said of him as man. Whatever lan- 
guage, impressions, ieeling and actions are 
attributed to him, which cannot be ascrib- 
e| to him simply as God, must, it is affirm- 
ed. be attributed to his human nature. 
Such is the famous * key,’’ as it has 


been called, by the help of which the | 


Scriptures are said to be rendered intellig’- 
ble and easy. 

Now to this hypothesis there are sever- 
al strong objections, some of the principal 
of which we propose to state in our next 
number. 

EXTRACT Or A SERMON, 


FROM THE WORKS OF LAURENCE STERNE. 


* Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and 


ell her puths are peuce.’’——Prov. gp. 17. 
There are two opinions which the in- 
considerate are apt to take upon trust.— 
The first is,—A virtuous life is a life of 
liberty, pleasure, and happy advantages. 
——The second is,——and which is the con- 
verse of the tirst,—'lhata religious life is 
aservile and most uncomfortable state. 
The first breach which the devil made 
upon human innocence, was, by the help 
of the first of these sugzestions, when he 
toki Eve, that by eating of the tree of 
knowledze, she would be as God ; that is, 
she should reap some high and strange fe- 
hieaty from doing what was forbidden her. 
—But I need not repeat the success: Eve 
Jearnt the difference between good and e- 
vil by her transgression, which she knew 
not before ; but then she fatally learnt at 
the same time, that the difference was on- 


ly this ; That coop is that which can only | 


give the mind pleasure and comfort ;—and 
that evir is that whichmmustnecesgarily be 
attended, sooner or later, with shame and 
sorrow. ) 

As the deceiver of mankind thus be- 
gan his triumph over our race’—so has he 
carried iton eversince by the very same ar- 
gument of delusion ; that is, by possessing 
men’s minds early with great expectations 
of the present incomes of sin,—making 
them dream of . wondrous gartifications 
they are to feel in following their appe- 
lites in a forbidden way,—making them 
fancy, that their own grapes yield not so 
delicious a taste as their neighbor's, and 
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that they shall quench their thirst with 
more pleasure at his fountain than at their 
own. ‘This is the opinion which at firs: 
too generally prevails,—-till expericace 
nnd proper seasons of reflection makes us, 
at one time or other, all confess, that our 


counsellor has been (as from the begin- 


fulfilling these hopes of gain ‘and sweet- 
ness in what is forbidden,—on the contra- 
ry, every unlawful enjoyment leads only 
to bitterness and loss. 
The second opinion, or, That a reli- 
‘wious ‘life is a servile and uncomfortable 
| state, has proved ano less fatal and capital 
false principle in the conduct of inexperi- 
| ence through life, the foundation of which 
| mistake arising principally from this pre- 
vious wrong judgment,—-that true happi- 
ness and freedom lie in a man’s always*fol- 
lowing his own humor; that to live by 
| moderate and prescribed rules, is to live 
| without joys——that not to prosecute our 
passions is to be cowards, and to forgo ev- 
ery thing for the tedious distance of a fu- 
| ture life. 
| Was it true, that a virtuous man could 
have no pleasure but what should arise 
| from that remote prospect,—l own we are 
| by nature, so goaded on by. the desire of 
present happiness, that was that the .case, 
thousands would fuinttnder the discour- 
agement of so remote an expectation. But 
in the mean time, the scriptures give us a 
very diflerent prospect of this matter.— 
There we are told, that the serviee of 
God is true liberty,—that the yoke of 
christianity is easy, in comparison of; that 
yoke which must be brought upon us by any 
other system of living; and the text tells of 
wisdom,—by which is meant religion ; that 
it has pleasantness in its way, as well as 
elory in its end !—sthat.it will bring us 
peace and joy, such as the. world cannot 
give !—So'that, upon examining the truth 
of this assertion, we shail be setright ia 
this error, by seeing that a religions man’s 
happiness does not stand at so tedious a 
disfance—but is'80 present, and indeed s6 
inseparable from jim, as to be felt and 
tasted evcry hour; and of this even the 
viceus can hardly be insensible from what 
he may perceive to spring up in his mind 
from any casual act of virtue ; and though 
itis a pleasure that properly belongs to 
the good, yet let any ‘One try the exper- 
iment, and he willsee what is meant by 
that moral delight arising from the con- 
iscience of well doing. Let him but re- 
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iresh the bowels of the needy,—let him 
comfort the broken-hearted,—or check an 
appetite,—or overcome a temptation,— 
or receive an affront with temper and 
meekness,—-and he shall find the tacit 
praise of what he has done, darting through 
his mind,accompanied with a sincere pleas- 
ure ; conscience playing the monitor e- 
vento the loose and most inconsiderate, 
in their tost casual acts of well-doing, 
and is, like a voice whispering behind,aad 
saying,—This is the way of pleasantness, 
-—this is the path of peace—walk tn it. 
Lastly, to sum up the account of the 


temporal advantages which probity has on | 


its side,—let us not forget that greatest 
of all happiness, which the text refers to ; 
—in the expression of all its paths being 


peace, peace an‘! content of mind arising | 


trom the conciousness of virtue ; which ts 
the trae and only foundation of all earthly 
satisfaction ; and where that is wanting, 
whatever other enjoyments you bestow 
upon a wicked man, they will as soon add 
a cubit, to his stature as to his happiness. 
in the mids: of the highest entertainment, 
—this, like the hand writing upon the wall 


‘willbe enough to spoil and disrelish the 


feast ;—but much more so, when the tu- 
yanit and hurry of deiight is over ; when 
all is still and silent ; when the sinner has 
nothing to do bet attend its lashes and re- 
morses ;. and this, in spite of all the com- 
mon arts of divertion, will be often the 
case of every wicked man ; for we cannot 
live always upon the stretch ;—our facul- 
ties will not bear constant pleasure any 
more than constant pain: there will be 


some vacancies; and when there are,they 


will be sure to be filled with uncomforta- 
bie theughts and black reflections : so that, 
setting aside the great after-reckoning, the 
pleasures of the wicked are overbought, 
even in this world. 

* UNQUENCHABLE FIRE.” 


The following ts from “Illustrations of 


the Divine Government, by T. Socruwoopn | 
Surry, M. D."* a most luminous work, | 


which cannot falto be read with interest 
ad advantage by the candid of all classes. 


ON THE ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF ENDLESS 
MISERY, DERIVED FROM THE PHRASE UN- 
QUENCHABLE FIRE. 


The following passages have been deem- 
ed decisive proots of the endless duration 
of the misery of the wicked. 

“I tf 


| nal fire.’ This fire has been ex 
| edlong ago. Matt. lil, 12; “Bot he wil 


| quenchable fire.” 


| tineuished.”? Veweome. 

‘* These emblematical images, exp 

oe . we pe 
ing hell, were in use among the Jews v¢ 

The son of 3 


xxv. 41; “Depart from me ye! 
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ee 
cursed, evs lo purr to «onion, into eterna! 
Nai 


or lasting fire.” Jude 7 ; “As Sodom and 
Gomorrah are set forth for an EXample, suf 

. ; ‘ . : " : 
fering the vengeance, puros avomou, of eter. 


tinguish. 


burn the chaff, puri asbesto, with un 


Mark ix, 4349. 
‘And if thy hand cause thee to offend td 


it off; itis better for thee to enter into jg 
maimed, than having two hands toe ia 
hell, tnto the fire that never shall be 

ed, where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched. And if thy foo; 
cause thee to offend, cut it off; it is better 
for thee to enter hait into life, than hayip 
two feet to be cast into hell, ingo the fi 


° 
5 
re 


| that never shall be quenched. 


And if thine eye cause thee to offend 
pluck it out ; it is better for thee to ente; 
into the Kingdom of God with one eye 


| than having two eyes to be cast into hell 
| fire, where their worm dieth not, and te 


fire is not quenched ; for every one shall be 


' salted with fire, and every sacrifice shal! 


be salted with salt.” 

It is argued that our Lord in this passage 
repeats five times that the fire into which 
the wicked are cast, shall never be quench- 


ed; that three times he speaks of hellas 
} 


a place where the worm dieth not, and 


that still farther to show the perpetuity of 
the sufferings of the wicked, he adds, “for 


every one shall be salted with fire.” As 


it is the property of salt to preserve, its 


| argued, that the inference justly deducible 


from this awful intimation is, that this fire, 
while it torments its unhappy victims, shall 
not puta period to their existence, bul, 
contrary to its natural effect, continues 
them in being. 

A careful examination of this passage 


_will show that this argument is founded 
‘upon a false interpretation of the meta 
_ phors which are employed, and that itis 
| altogether fallacious. Jesus speaks of the 


wicked as being cast into the valley 0 
Hinnom, intothe unquenchabdle fire, where 
the worm dieth not. Yet “in the valley 
of Hinnom, the worm died when tts tool 
failed, and the pile on which human sact! 


| fices were burnt to Moloch was often ex- 


ess- 


fore our Saviour’s time. 


| rach save. Vii. 78 The vengeance 0 ; 


unzodly is fire and worms.’ ess 
17: «The Lord will take vengeane 


ee 








the nations, &c. in the day of judgment, 
in putting fire and worms in their flesh,’ ” 
Lowth’s Note on Isaiah Ixvi. 24. 

When it is said that every one shall be 
salted with fire, or every sacrifice is salted 
with salt, this is to be understood, not “lit- 
erally as the Jaw requires, Levit, ii. 13, 
but figuratively, with the salt of divine as- 
sistance and instruction. Salt being a pre- 
servative of food from hasty corruption, 
was among the Jews an emblem of virtue 
and knowledge, by which the mind is pu- 
rified. Coloss. iv. 6.; ‘ Let your speech 
be always with grace, seasoned with salt.’ ”’ 
Newcome. 

That the phrase unquenchable fire, upon 
which so much stress is always laid in the 
argument for Endless misery, does not de- 
note a fire which shall never Cease, is most 
certain. The following passages afford ir- 
resistible evidence, that it is constantly 
used in the scriptures in a limited sense. 

Jer. xvi. 27; ** But ifye will not heark- 
en unto me, to hallow the Sabbath day, 
and not to bear a burthen, even entering 
in atthe gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath 
day, then will I kindle fire in the gates there- 
of, and it shall cevour the palaces of Jeru- 
salem, AND IT SHALL NOT BE QUENCHED.” 
Yet the same prophet predicts that Jeru- 
salem shall be rebuilt, ch. xxx. 18, &c. 

Ezek. 20, 45—48; ‘* Moreover the 
word of the Lord came unto me saying, 
Son of Man, set thy face towards the south, 
and say to the forest of the south, Hear 
ihe word of the Lord. Behold I will kindle 
afire in thee, and it shall devour every 
green tree in thee, and every dry tree, 
THE FLAMING FLAME SHALL NOT BE QUEN- 
cHeD, and ali faces from the south to the 
north shall be burned therein, and all flesh 
shall sea that I the Lord have kindled it; 
iT SHALL NOT BE QUENCHED ”” 

If it be supposed that these menaces 
Were actually executed upon Jerusalem, 
and that when this devoted.city was des- 
troyed the prophecy was literaily accom- 
plished, it must be admitted that the fire 
Which consumed it is already extinguished, 
and that therefore the scriptural meaning 
of an unquenchable fire is not one which 
has no termination. If these dreadful 
(breatenings be more justly considered as 
igurative, it must be allowed that they ex- 
Press the Divine displeasure, and the se- 
verity of the punishment which is inflicted 
— disobedient, but not that they de- 

ine any thing relative to its duration. 

Isaiah XXxiy, 9—11: ‘And the streams 
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thereof (of the land of Idumea) shall be 
turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into 
brimstone, and the land thereof into burn- 
ing pitch. Iv? sHaL. nor BE QUENCHED 
NIGHT NOR DAY ; the smoke thereof shall go 
up forever ; from generation to generation 
it shall be waste ; none shall pass through 
it for ever. But the cormorant and the 
bittern shall possess it; the owl also and 
the raven shall dwell in it; and he shall 
stretch out upon it the live of confusion, 
and the stone of emptiness.” 

No fire, with which the wicked are 
threatened, is expressed in language so 
strong as this, yet it is obvious that this 
phraseology cannot denote a fire which 
shall never end; for if any one can be- 
lieve that Idumea was really turned into 
pitch and brimstone, and set on fire, yet it 
is impossible to suppose, that it will con- 
tinue burning through the ages of eternity; 
and if the denunciation be in a figurative 
sense, the calamities it threatens must be 
understood to be of a temporal nature, an¢ 
therefore of limited duration. 





[ From the Messenger of Peace} 
To the Editors of Universalist Publications 
in the United States. 
BRETHREN, 

As it has been the wish of the ministers 
anc members of the General Conveniion 
of Universualists, to have an history of the 
rise and progress of Universalism in the 
world, together with biographical sketch- 
es of the lives and writings of those fath- 
ers in the church, distinguished for thei 
learning and piety in former ages, who 
have advocated and defended that doc- 
trine ; and whereas that laudable wish has 
not been carried into effect; the editor 
of this paper would suggest to his broth- 
er editors engaged in the cause of Univer- 
sal benevolence, and to his brethrea tn the 
ministry enjoying like precious faith the 
propriety of publishing in the several pa- 
pers, a list of the ministers employed with- 
in the immediate circulation of their re- 
spective papers or belonging to each dif- 
ferent association ; together, witha list of 
the number of the societies in each state, 
and their presentstate and standing. The 
propriety of this procedure, arises from 
the very limited knowledge which many 
Universalists have of the present state, 
ind prosperity of the doctrine which they 
have embraced. In some places, until 
very recently, the doctrine has been call- 
ed by the name of the preacher officiating 
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in that vicinity, and the opposers of the | 2 br, a 
doctrine, do not know that there is half QO! TR Y. 

a dozen ministers of the order in the ‘pitta ———— 


SELECTED. 
world. | A FRAGMENT. 
It is not believed that the weight of | When darkness veil’d the boundless < 
numbers who may preach or believe the | And fear dis spl ry’d her hageard face, scene, 
doctrine, will edd any thing to the trath of | W rapt in the gloom, my trembling sulk 

it; nether js it desired to make an osten- ; Dar’d to distrust her P arent’ 5 grace, 
tatious display of numbers, that this planis | At leneth the light of d: ay burst forth, 
sugeested. But itis our duty to endeavor F idings of joy, from Heay’ nl heard, 
to remove every obstacle thrown in the Faithaaw the r: ays, Hope caught the sound, 
way of weak : ind timid minds and to place | Andtriumph’d in the Heav’ n born W ord,” 
before our fellow men all that information | | scann’d Creation’s volume o’ er, 
which may have a tendency to encourage | J Jook’d around. beneath, above, 
them to seek after truth. | Where’er cast my wand’ring eyes, 
It is believed that many refuse to listen | read, enraptur’d, “ Godis Love.” 
to the doctrine on account of the wrong $s Thro’ all m8 crand design; I trac’d 
impression they have, that the preachers Such traits of a Pow’r and skill 
of it are very few in number, and that few | As tanght my soul no more to doubt / 
indeed are those who have embraced tt, |) His see or tremble at his will, 
eu to this belief they are led, in many in- | O! Fle: : forbid the unhallow’ d thought: 
tances, by the misrepresentation of their = hat God vill ever ce ase to love. 
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ministers. Weare all fond of havingnum- | Nor longer, through the gloom of fear 

bers on our side believing with us. When | Permit my iio wild. to roy e 

we find we are noi alone we are encouy- . Freeze. 
aged, and are the more ready to acknovwl- — : —————> 
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e dre our faith. But aside from these con- eS 
Our subscribers will recollect that the 


siderations, an history of the rise and pro- 
eress of Universalism in America would terms of our paper are $1 OO per annum, 
s ° ' 5% sernhl > evs ‘r , ts {wirp y 
be useful and is called for by the wishes , POs @u'e oF ADs 2 a” It is extremely un- 
- . ' mncant tr ; cen 4 “0 rot > 
of all Universalists who sincerely belicve | Pk asant to be obliged to repeat Our impor- 
. ‘Se , ‘ln i ” ‘ rrraf 'oryi« . * 
ihe dott trine and fee] interested in its pros- i ~ . r a 4 ‘ a mand hive h Is so 
: Snail as the amount ire -acn Suds 
perity ; this history will appear, we trust, . i ; OURS LOR Fe part ak 
. thre scores ‘pn np. ry . ~ we . P 
at no very: remote period, and to give fa- + er es a ee ae sae. & a — 
eility to wl hoever may complete it, a gen- | '"© would re >? ¥ gratetu pi 
. > romonte ° cA ’ . av >» 
eral summar vy of the preachers in each as- | &gements to those w ho _ cones 
sociation, or within the vicinity of each | Wit# our tetims, But the folloyjag sage 
periodical paper, together with a concise remark will show that many . 4 ch 
statement of the present state of the sev- nal patrons re — ye leas o oc 
. . ° . : . capa: “fm * .7 > > Ts s! rahip 
eral socicties is mach'to be desired, and | *S!sance ; thoush the | ne P ie bi 
. ‘ — : ' us + vy - 7 vv Te "Ne ) 
brethren in the ministry could greatly as- have an turns for a 
sist the several editors, and by this means | 7O!# 65 and but about one seventh par ’ 
; are . the whole number of our subscriber, 
much useful and needed imformation v , ‘ | | volume, although 
Ht . ° ° ° . , > } { mT »>se mm e,s 
might be obtained with little trouble and | "*¥© PR" ud for the secend ya if out— 
expence. the volume is now more than half * 
: . = “ at ssary elay 
Should my brother editors think that | This unreasonable and unnece 
must occasion serious embarr: esment on 
the adopiion ‘af the proposed plan or some- 
e ° . ° ~* . . ,° our yairt. The printer must be paul. 
thing similar, will be effective of the dif- WW sn ist, it is truly 
. . . > my e = rit 
fusion of useful knowledge as to the pres- ith an ample sx! qe ¢ it there should 
> - sing and lamentable 
ent state, acd numbers of the Universalist | S°™Prising and lame i 
. ’ | , } MeO rence iv i making those : 
Societies in the United States, they are re- | °° *® much neglig 
. "+. | turns which are well known to be ands 
quested to notice it in-their papers ; invi- | er. 
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tung their brethren in the mimisiry to aid | / 
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